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Figure 1: Vicinity map.1 

 

Location: South of Wiley Point, Damariscotta River, South Bristol, Lincoln County, Maine 

 

Purpose: Standard lease for the bottom and suspended culture of American/eastern oysters 

(Crassostrea virginica), surf clams (Spisula solidissima), sea scallops (Placopecten magellanicus), 

bay scallops (Argopecten irradians) and northern quahogs (Mercenaria mercenaria) 

 

Site Review by: Jon Lewis, Marcy Nelson and Flora Drury 

Report Preparation by: Flora Drury, Marcy Nelson, Cheyenne Adams, and Jon Lewis 

Report Submitted on: March 31, 2020 

                                                      
1All figures in this report were created in ArcMap version 10.6 using digitized NOAA Nautical Charts or geo-referenced 

aerial photographs provided by The Maine Office of GIS (orthoCentralCoast2003and2005, previously known as 

Low_Tide_2004). 
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The applicant, Mook Sea Farms, Inc., is requesting 2.972 acres south of Wiley Point in the 

Damariscotta River for the bottom and suspended culture of American/eastern oysters (Crassostrea 

virginica), surf clams (Spisula solidissima), sea scallops (Placopecten magellanicus), bay scallops 

(Argopecten irradians) and northern quahogs (Mercenaria mercenaria) (Figures 1 & 2). The 

applicant proposes to deploy a maximum of thirty strings of OysterGroÊ cages (68òx44òx20ò) and/or 

bottom cages (47.25òx36òx12ò) on the proposed lease site. Each string would be separated by twelve 

feet and would be comprised of up to fifty  OysterGroÊ or bottom cages.3 The applicant also proposes 

gearless bottom culture on the site. However, the location of bottom culture on the proposed site and 

harvest method for this type of culture were not included in the application.4 

Maine Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) staff Jon Lewis, Marcy Nelson, and Flora Drury 

conducted an assessment of the proposed lease site on September 27, 2019. MDMR Resource 

Management Coordinator Erin Wilkinson was also present. MDMR arrived on site at 11:50 am; the 

tide was ebbing (Table 1). 

 
Figure 2: Proposed lease area with approximate dive transect conducted on  

September 27, 2019.  
 

                                                      
2 Applicant originally requested 3.0 acres. DMR calculations, based on the coordinates provided by the applicant, indicate 

the area is 2.97 acres. 
3 Application, pages 5 & 39 (labeled as 38 in application). Application pages 36-38 (labeled 35-37) indicate slightly different 

measurements for these cages. 
4 Application, page 1. 
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General Characteristics 

The proposed lease area is located south of Wiley Point, and north of Fitch Point, along the eastern 

shoreline of the Damariscotta River (Figures 1 & 2, Images 1-6). The South Bristol shoreline is located 

to the east of the proposed lease, and the Edgecomb and Newcastle shorelines are located across the 

river to the west. The nearby uplands are steep and wooded. Residential and commercial properties, 

including the applicantôs facilities, are visible from the proposed lease. Docks and moorings are 

located both north and south of the proposal along the South Bristol shoreline (Figure 2, Images 1-4).   

 
Image 1: Looking northeast at the South Bristol shoreline and the applicantôs 

facility from near the SW Corner of the proposal (September 27, 2019).  
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Image 2: Looking east at a nearby mooring and the South Bristol shoreline from 

near the SW Corner of the proposal (September 27, 2019). 

 

 
Image 3: Looking south at the South Bristol shoreline from near the SW Corner of 

the proposal (September 27, 2019). 
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Image 4: Looking southwest from near the SW Corner of the proposal (September 

27, 2019). 

 

 
Image 5: Looking west at the Edgecomb and Newcastle shoerlines from near the 

SW Corner of the proposal (September 27, 2019). 

 
























